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West: Obama shares super blame.

  

A prominent House Republican freshman and tea party favorite was already lashing out on
Monday at the "embarrassment" of the deficit super committee's anticipated failure – and was
partly blaming President Obama.

  

"The failure of this super committee is an embarrassment to Congress and to the American
people," said Rep. Allen West, R-Fla., in a statement. He added, "I find it appalling that grown
adults cannot sit down at a table and find a way to negotiate something so important to the
future of this nation."

  

But in what could be a harbinger of Republican messaging to come, West also said, "President
Obama and his administration are to blame for the anticipated failure of the super committee."

  

Rather than encouraging bipartisan success, West said, "the president and this administration
would rather sit back and watch automatic cuts kick in that will be devastating to our military -
ripping $600 billion from defense in 10 years."

  

Sources with knowledge of the Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction's activities said on
Monday that, barring any last-second developments, the panel will issue a written statement
late on Monday afternoon announcing that it has failed, likely after the markets close. The
bipartisan panel of 12 lawmakers had been tasked with finding at least $1.2 trillion in deficit
savings, but Democrats and Republicans have been unable to reach agreement.

  

The inability to reach agreement means that $1.2 trillion in automatic cuts are to be triggered
beginning in January 2013, including military spending.
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But West said, "I am calling on President Obama to step up and be a leader and introduce
legislation that will restore these automatic cuts to our military."

  

For the entire story, click here .
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